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NO FRIDAY MEETING THIS JULY

WINTER SHOW: SATURDAY 17™ JULY
HORSHAM SENIOR CITIZENS CENTRE 17 ROBERTS AVE: SET-UP BETWEEN 8.30 - 10.00AM

Please address all correspondence to
The Secretary: Wendy Charlton
PO Box 512

HORSHAM 3402

CONTACTS:

President Rod Dunn

Email dunnrs@bigpond.net.au
Ph: 53826182

Vice President John Richards

Email jrichards@aanet.com.au

Secretary Wendy Charlton

PO Box 512 Horsham 3402

Treasurer Catheryn Allen

Email catheryn.allen @hrcc.vic.gov.au
Bulletin Colleen Dix

Email kedix@optusnet.com

Ph: 53 82 5597

MEETINGS:

The Horsham & District Orchid Society welcomes
new members and guests.

We meet on the third Friday of each month at:
The Day Centre Wimmera Base Hospital
Benching of plants for Popular Vote by 7:30pm
Popular Vote 7:45pm

Meeting Commences 8:00pm

MONTHLY COMMITTEE MEETING:
First Tuesday of the Month at 7:30pm

PRESI DENT" S K

Hello all,

Welcome to Winter!

It has finally become very cold and for plants this must
be a tough time, trying to survive zero temperature
mornings and not much sun for the rest of the day.
Anyway, winter will soon pass and the fantastic growing
and flowering time of spring will be here again which
makes it all worthwhile.

Last meeting was well attended again and it was another
enthralling and informative presentation by Anne
Gardiner on growing Paphs. Anne had some excellent
specimens to supplement her talk and although the DVD
she also brought wi t h H
projector problem, it was a great presentation.

The next big event this weekend is the Winter Show,
which | have had nothing to do with as we have been
away in QLD for the past fortnight, hence this very short
report. Please give those organizing your greatest
support and please come along on the Saturday to
support the club, even if you are not exhibiting. Any
questions concerning the show should go to Brad or Joy.

Please remember there is no meeting this month, the
Winter Show is our meeting.

See you there.

Rod
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HDOS Fvents

WINTER SHOW: Saturday 17" July,

Horsham Senior Citizens Centre 17 Roberts Av.

Set up between 8.30 - 10.00 am
Show Open to the Public 1.00 pm T 4.00 pm.

In a break from tradition, this year our Winter Show will be held on Saturday, unlike past shows which have
taken the place of our July monthly meeting on Friday night.

The actual format of our Winter Show remains the same.

Plants to be benched in exactly the same manner as our Popular Vote, i.e. on club tables, in the normal four
divisions, Junior, Novice, Intermediate and Open.

Set up will be between 8.30 and 10.00 AM.
There will be a free BBQ lunch for members before doors open to the public at 1.00 PM

It is very important that all members intending to exhibit please advise Brad on 53 82 5520 ASAP so that the
appropriate benching can be provided.

BUS TRIP TO OSCOV SHOW AT SPRINGERS:

=51 Saturday 21% August. Bus leaves Horsham at 7.00am.
Cost $40 pp covers return trip by coach.

Bus will leave the Horsham City Council Car Park at 7.00am. Pick-up Stawell at the Mobil Roadhouse next
to the Ford Dealership. Pick-up Ararat at the VV-Line Station.

On the return trip we will be stopping off for tea at the Robin Hood Licenced Bistro, Ballarat. An extensive
selection of meals at very reasonable prices.
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HORSHAMOS DISPLAY AT THI
COUNTRY CLUBOGS CHALLENGI

Whi |l st

compliments.

plants for our display.

excellently run event.

w e thedbig prtizes'thiis yeav,iour
display was fantastic and received lots of

Many thanks to all of our members who provided

Congratulations to the Stawell Club who won the
overall Challenge for the second year in a row, and
to the Cobden Club whose stand was judged ,,Most
Creative". Congratulations also to Stawell for an

Judge Ern Kettle, who does not give compliments lightly, was extremely impressed with the Challenge Show.

I n his opinion the chal |l en g éthebigclubsm Mélbaumne cautd hevec

come close to”

MAJOR WINNERS:
Cou club's Challenge Result 2010 |
Champions Club Plant Name Grower
Challenge Shield (Donated by Brian &
Carole Holmes) Stawell
Most Creative Display Cobden
IChampion Cymibidium Geelong Sarah Jean x Pure Destiny A Evans
IChampion Laeliinae Alliance Goulbumn Valley |Dals Choice Ron Martin
IChampion Laelia Species Stawell L anceps ‘Chamberlians’ P & R Coppin
IChampion Paphiopedillum Hybrid Ballarat Paph Neridah Rudak C & F Miles
IChampion Paphiopedillum Species [Warrnambool Paph insigne Helen Gower
IChampion Oncidiinae Alliance Hybrid/Species Goulbum Valley |Onc Sweet Sugar A & A Tippet
IChampicon Masdevallia Species Hybrid/Species Geelong Rubicon xcoccinea % Buchanan
IChampion Zygopetalum Hybrid/Species Cobden 7 Blue Lake "Adelaide’ D & M Staggard
IChampion Austalian Native Hybrid/Species Geelong Den Avrils Gold D Bradshaw
IChampion Any Other Species Stawell Barkeria lindleyana P & R Coppin
IChampion Any Other Hybrid Goulbum Valley |Den Dals Wonder x Dals Wizard M & M Campbell
IChampion Specimen Hybrid/Species Sunraysia L anceps [E & W Symes
IChampion Seedling RHSV Medal Goulbum Valley |Den Dals Wonder x Dals Wizard M & M Campbell
IChampion Junior Stawell Den Ellewony ‘pastel” x Gai Ellen "Flounder’ D Matthews
IChampicn Commercial Ballarat Cym Khan Fury ‘Ballarat’ Stephen Stebbings
Pre-Eminent: AJQ.C. Certificate Cobden Dock teretifolium M & A Coverdale
10.5.C.0.¥ Medalion Geelong Onec Gloria Hill PEM Massarie
IC.0.5.V Plague outstanding Cymbidium Exhibit Mid Murray Cym Tracey Dobbra ‘Parton’ % & L Chalmers
RHSV Trophy Beat Cultured Orchid Orchid Sunraysia L anceps E & W Symes
Plants Awarded By OSCOV at this show
10.5.C.0.V Hce Ballarat Paph Meridah ‘Ruduk’ C & F Miles
10.5.C.0.V Hce Ballarat Den Ausie HiLo "Arcona Park” C & F Miles
10.5.C.0.V Hce Goulburn Valley Onec sweet Sugar "Surprise’ A & A Tippet
10.5.C.0.V Hce Masd Peppermint Glow "Beenak’ Mt Beenak




This Month from the Fditor

Welcome New Member

Horsham & District Orchid Society is delighted to
welcome our newest member, Marie Colgate.
Marie, we extend to you a very warm welcome,
and hope that your time with us will be long and

happy.

SpecialGuest Speaker For August
HDOS is delighted to announce a very special
guest speaker for our August meeting.

Fred Clark of Sunset Valley Orchids U.S.A. is
coming to give us a talk on Mini- Cattleyas. Fred is
one of the featured speakers at the OSCOV
seminar this year, for which people are paying $50,
our lucky members will get to hear him for free!

Springers 2010! Don"t miss this great
Our hardworking event®s organizer, [)</ Scott
bowed to popular demand, and there will be a bus Some tips from Barry Wa| er
day trip to Springers on Saturday the 21% August A couple of issues back I mentioned having heard
to attend the Melbourne International Orchid Barry give a talk on Cym culture at a meeting in St
Spectacular & Victorian International Orchid Fair Arnaud. Barry had some great tips on culture,
at Springers in Keysborough. maintaining correct P.H. levels in your potting mix
Please see Joy at the Winter Show to register your being one of the most important things. This
interest should you wish to go. mont h"s feature artiec
Speaking from experience, (having gone on this how to easily achieve this.
particular bus trip of last year), DON*"T MI SS! I

Last Mont
Our Guest Speaker at eting was

our own Anne Gardiner who gave a fascinating
talk on Paphiopedilum orchids. Anne told us of
their history in cultivation, geographical
distribution, and the appropriate cultural
methods to ensure the most successful results.
Thank you Anne for sharing your extensive
knowledge with us.

President Rod with Anne Gardiner at
our June Meeting.

h a



Dopular Vote Friday 18% June 2010

JUNIORS:  There were no entries in this section
NOVICE:
Cymbidium: 1 DeloresHo y t  x
=2%"Sue ,Mascara" x
= 2" Dolly x Stargard
Hybrid: 1% L. Mini Purple
2" Den. Hilda Poxon
Species: No Entry
INTERMEDIATE:
Cymbidium: erythrostylum
Hybrid: No Entry
Species: 1 osmoglossum pulchellum
2" oeceoclademaculata
OPEN:
Cymbidium: No entry
Hybrid: 1 Paph.l ndi an Ocean
2" Paph.Maudiae x bellatulum
Species: No Entry

ORCHID OF THE MONTH

Paph.

|l ndi an Ocean]| 6S
xPunxstutawngy

Owned by Brad & Joy Scott

Tom Th umdwned bydHebea Practdr

Mi ni splendour , Mi dni
Owned by Bob & Peg Crawford
» L é@waried by Barry Proctor

Owned by Ruth Butler

Owned by Rod & Sandra Dunn

Owned by Rod & Sandra Dunn

» Sky High®" x Punxstu

Owned by Brad & Joy Scott

Owned by Brad & Joy Scott

JUDGES CHOICE

Lc.
My nHi 8boopl

6 Bi ono

Owned by Barry Proctor

gh



Article of the Month

MARRIED TO CYMBIDIUMS? by John Kenter (Courtesy OSCOV)

It was springtime in 1965. My fiancé and | were soon to be married. Most of the
arrangements had been made and we were looking for Ted Scott to book the
hall for our wedding reception. As we approached his front door, he greeted us
with the words "You've come to see the orchids, haven't you?" "Well, er, no,
we've come to book the hall for our wedding reception™. "Never mind, come
and have a look, anyway", said Ted. | don't know whether he would have
allowed us to book the hall without seeing his orchids first but he was intent on
showing them to us. That was my introduction to orchids, which I now know
were cymbidiums.

Nothing orchid-wise happened for the next ten years until my wife and |
Cymbidium Gentle Touch '‘Bon  Decame friends with a couple from the local garden club. They grew a few
RoniAN/Aecay cymbidiums among their pot plants and I bought one. A week later another
joined it and | was addicted. Not having seen many orchids, | snapped up every one that | came across like the
rarity | thought it was! That is, until I joined an orchid club and came to realise that what I considered to be
desirable rarities were mostly age-old rejects, family heirlooms and clones of Cymbidium lowianum.

One becomes more discerning with time. My next batch of plants came from various growers including John
Jansen in Modella, Hodgins Orchids at Frankston and Lindsay Leamon in Drouin. Such exciting new
seedlings as Cym.(Wallara 'Gold Nugget' x Wyel '‘Gold Kedron'), Cym.( Sylvania 'Crimson Glory' x Warella
'Patricia Joan") and Cym.(Khyber Pass 'Red Splendens’ x Alnwick Castle ' Dover Heights’) changed hands and
were carefully nurtured and pampered. Cym.Sussex Dawn 'Dorothy May' and Cym.Rosanna 'Pinkie’
seedlings also featured in my growing collection. One of my proudest possessions was Cym.Hawtescens FCC
- there was something fishy about that one, I suspect. Two possibilities come to mind — either the plant was
awarded a First Class Certificate outside Australia and its clonal name was omitted, or FCC was an
abbreviated clonal name for something like 'Fine Coloured Clone'. By today's standards, its only good feature
was its clear, yellow colour. I'm unsure whether it was passed on to others or went to heaven because |
eventually parted with all except two of my original cymbidiums. For sentimental reasons I've retained a piece
of Cym.( Khyber Pass x Alnwick Castle), now named Cym.Booborowie, and an apricot-flowered seedling,
Cym.(Warona 'Apricot’' x Canara 'Wondabah'), now registered as Cym.Terrigal.

This was the era of diploid and triploid cymbidiums. But about this time (1975), hybridisers realised that the
future of cymbidiums was in tetraploids. Diploid clones could now be converted to tetraploids, thus
eliminating the infertile triploids that result from interbreeding diploids with tetraploids. Flower shape,
substance, colour and lip quality can now all be made to design, in theory. Cymbidiums have come a long
way in the quest for man-made perfection. However, | feel that one quality has deteriorated and that is the
presentation of the flowers on the stem. Turned-in flowers or bunching often ruins the appearance of what is
otherwise a perfect cymbidium.




With so many hobbyists growing cymbidiums, it is disappointing to see so few plants awarded. Many
cymbidiums at shows and monthly meetings have 'award potential’ but seldom seem to 'make it'. There are
several reasons for this, one of the main ones being that the plant is never grown to its full potential —a plant
has to be well grown to flower well. Despite all the 'experts' heard as guest speakers over the years, many
hobbyists still have trouble in growing cymbidiums well. Experienced growers really should not have
problems with such things as 'red spider' and root loss, two conditions that result in poor flowering. Provided
that the grower has a collection of manageable size and is willing to squirt the underside of the leaves with a
jet of water every week, spider mites (,red s
watering over the leaves in hot weather, on the grounds that water will lodge in the leaf axils and cause
burning. From my experience, no matter when you water, some will lodge in the leaf axils because nature
designed them to be water-tight. Fresh water replaces the stale and stagnant water already present - and just
how hot does it really get there, anyway?

Major root loss is often the result of the development of acidity around the
roots and the accompanying growth of anaerobic micro-organisms which
rot any living tissue available, in this case, orchid roots. The addition of
builder's lime will counteract the development of acidity and keep the
potting mix 'sweet'. A periodic dusting with lime is all that is needed. How
much and when? Now, that is the same as asking "how often should |
water?" You will have to learn by experience because everyone's
conditions differ. As a guide, some lime should be added in late autumn.

Cymbidium Kimberley Winter
‘Tee Pee’ AM/OSCOV

If you want to know more precisely how acidic your potting mix has

become, you can invest in a pH test kit for a few dollars. | water the plant in the usual way and after a few
minutes (when almost all free water has drained away) tip the pot and collect the last of the drainage water in
a test-tube. Add a drop or two of the indicator fluid, shake and then compare the resultant colour with that of
the test chart to measure the pH. Also test some of your tap water, to determine how much acidity (if any) has
been contributed by the potting mix. A pH range of 5.5-6.5 is regarded as acceptable for most orchids but
your orchids will begin to suffer at lower pH levels (that is, under more acidic conditions). In this case you
should either repot in fresh mix or adjust the pH of the old mix by soaking the pot in a slightly alkaline
solution. Don't overdo it. Dissolve a level teaspoonful of builder's lime in a bucket of water and stand the pot
in this solution for 20 minutes. To treat the whole collection, dust the surface of the pots with lime and water
it in. Alternatively, if you have a proportioning pump, apply diluted lime solution to your collection over
several sessions. Use the pH test Kit to check whether you have applied enough lime. Fertilisers should not be
applied at the same time, because some of their active ingredients will be rendered insoluble and therefore
unavailable to the plant.

During hot summer weather in my home town (Moe) our tap water may become alkaline, probably because
the local council adds excessive lime in conjunction with its chlorination program. If an orchid potting mix
becomes alkaline, fertiliser is no longer available to the plant and its growth becomes stunted. It is therefore
necessary to apply an acid. 1 don't know what is available horticulturally, but in my experience diluted vinegar
works well. Application may be either with a proportioner or the old-fashioned watering can. Enough acid has
been applied when the test kit indicates that the mix has reached pH 6. | have found that a pH test kit is a good
investment. You will be surprised how acidic an orchid mix can become over time and how much better your
orchids will grow if you neutralise that acid.

pi



New Photographic Competitiofor Spring Show

Due to the Rotary Club of Horsham East not being able to have a photography section in the Art Shows for
the foreseeable future, the Horsham Photography Group will support a new competition in conjunction with
the Horsham and District Orchid Society.

The rules have not been fully written yet but the basics will be as follows. We want to show case orchids in a
way that will entice people to either go out looking for orchids in their natural habitat or to cultivate orchids at
home and photograph them.

Natural Habitat — Open.
An orchid photographed in its natural habitat.

Cultivated — Open
An orchid photographed that has been grown at home or in a nursery.

Under 16 years

Natural Habitat or Cultivated

In the Natural Habitat section you will need to photograph the orchid; this can be the whole orchid or just a
flower with the photo showing the orchid where it is growing.

In the Cultivated section you will need to photograph the flower and the whole orchid.

The photos will need to be mounted (but not framed) on the standard 400 x 500mm matting. The orchid and
orchid in its habitat need to be in the one 400 x 500mm matt. Likewise the bloom and whole orchid to be
matted together on a 400 x 500mm matt for the cultivated section.

There is no limit on the size of each photo providing they are on the same matt it is up to you to display them
the most interesting way.

Tip. With some orchids the individual flower looks very ordinary but the whole orchid can be stunning and
other times a close up will reveal a world not seen with the naked eye. You decide how to show case the
orchid.

More details will be available with the next bulletin or contact John Richards by email
jrichards@aanet.com.au or 0353891431
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What Rs On |

HORSHAM & DISTRICT ORCHID SOCIETY WINTER SHOW

Saturday 17" July Horsham Senior Citizens Centre
Set up 8.30 — 10.00 am, Open to the public 1 —4 pm

MELBOURNE INTERNATIONAL ORCHID SPECTACULAR (OSCOV)

Friday 20" - Saturday 21% - Sunday 22" August
Springers Leisure Centre, Keysborough.

STAWELL ORCHID SOCIETY SPRING SHOW

Friday 24" — Sunday 26th September
Stawell Entertainment Centre, Main St Stawell.

ST ARNAUD ORCHID SOCIETY SPRING SHOW

Saturday 9™ — Sunday 10" October
RSL Hall, Raglan St, St Arnaud.

ARARAT ORCHID SOCIETY SPRING SHOW

Saturday 16" — Sunday 17" October
Alexandra Hall, Collings St Ararat.

HORSHAM & DISTRICT ORCHID SOCIETY SPRING SHOW

Saturday 2" — Sunday 3™ October
Horsham College Hall, Dimboola Rd, (Western Highway) Horsham.

WHENEVER POSSIBLE PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

HORSHAM 3400
Phone/Fax (03) 53 82 5520

For all your Curtain and Blind needs, When staying in HORSHAM, why not stay at
tact,
contac Darlot Motor Inn
BRADLEY J SCOTT Contact Alan & Jenny Lynch at
BLINDS AND CURTAINS 47 Stawell Road, (Western Highway)
3 SHIRLEY STREET Phone: (03) 53 81 1222

Fax: (03) 53 82 1440

Email: info@darlotmotorinn.com.au

Mobile: 0427 340 693 WEB: www.darlotmotorinn.com.au
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